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STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS — THIRTY-FIFTH 
REPORT — “INQUIRY INTO THE SANDALWOOD INDUSTRY IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA” 

Government Response — Statement by Minister for Mental Health 
HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [3.06 pm]: I would like to 
update the Legislative Council on the government’s response to the 11 recommendations contained in the thirty-
fifth report of the Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs, titled “Inquiry into the Sandalwood 
Industry in Western Australia”. Firstly, I congratulate the standing committee on the completion of the second 
phase of this important inquiry, and I welcome the committee’s report. 
In the lead-up to the state election in March 2013, the government committed to introduce new biodiversity 
conservation legislation. I am pleased to advise that drafting instructions are progressing well, and it is intended 
to introduce a biodiversity conservation bill into Parliament during the current term of government. The new 
legislation may be an appropriate mechanism to address a number of the committee’s recommendations, 
including appropriate penalties for illegal harvesting or processing of sandalwood, and effective regulatory and 
enforcement powers to support a strong compliance culture. 
The committee recommended that the regulation and licensing of the sandalwood industry should be in a single 
agency. The government considers that this is already the case, with the Department of Parks and Wildlife 
responsible for these elements. As a statutory authority, the Forest Products Commission is responsible for the 
marketing and sale of the state’s timber resources, including sandalwood. It is not considered necessary to 
change this situation. The committee advocated a reduction in the quantity of sandalwood harvested from both 
crown and private land by recommending a review of the Sandalwood (Limitation of Removal of Sandalwood) 
Order 1996. The order will be reviewed before the 2016–17 season. The committee also recommended that 
harvesting contracts include mandatory compliance with regeneration and sustainability measures. These 
requirements have been reviewed, based on a research program spanning a number of years. The FPC currently 
implements a more effective mechanical procedure that annually sows more than 3.5 million seeds along 
700 kilometres of cultivated rip line. The committee further recommended that the FPC simplify the tender 
process for the production of sandalwood, and the FPC has committed to doing so within state supply 
requirements. 

Two of the recommendations addressed market issues, including assistance for local manufacturers and the sale 
of seized, illegally harvested sandalwood. The FPC has advised that it expects that the sales strategy for 2016 
onwards will continue to provide opportunities for domestic processors. The FPC and Parks and Wildlife are 
discussing the sale of seized sandalwood to the commission, which would then release it in a controlled manner 
to avoid any adverse impacts on the market. 

Overall, the government supports the recommendations made in the standing committee’s report and will work 
to implement them. I now table the government’s response. 

[See paper 1670.] 
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